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Program Evaluation
Program evaluation is among the most effective methods for evaluating the procedure and effectiveness of criminal justice legislation and strategies. Thus, the best approach in the criminal justice arena, in my opinion. Because of resource constraints, program evaluations have become increasingly crucial in criminal justice practice during the past several centuries. Criminal justice programs are expensive (often in the millions of dollars), and policymakers such as lawmakers, state legislators, and municipalities, as well as funding agencies like  the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, must frequently choose which initiatives to finance or continue to support. Usually, there are far more initiatives requesting funds than there are funds available to fund them. Using the scientific information presented in program assessments to identify which programs are more effective at achieving their goals is one way to differentiate between them. Lawmakers might, for instance, prioritize funding for programs that reduce crime, reduce recidivism, or keep children out of difficulty.
When applying for financing, funding corporations actively require institutions to include an evaluation component in their program plan, mainly if there is no clear evidence of effectiveness. Summative evaluations aim to determine whether programs are working according to expectations (Rossi, Lipsey, & Freeman, 2004, p. 36). Program evaluation results have also aided governments in deciding what kinds of programs to launch. As an example, A county probation authority, for instance, would be willing to adopt program improvements to assist keep its clients out of juvenile detention facilities (being locked up).
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